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EXPRESSIVENESS

One way to approach the subject of selecting, decorating and
furnishing a home is to seek to express some definite idea or theme
in it. The most interesting homes, large or small, are those that
are consistent throughout. For this reason, the expressiveness of
houses and their furnishings deserves careful study.

Similar terms are more commonly used than expressiveness such
as the character of a home, or the personality of a home The
word expressiveness is preferable, however, because it implies the
power to excite emotional response that is lacking in the word
character, and it avoids the suggestion of human attributes which
is contained in the word personality. Talbot F. Hamlin uses the
word expressiveness in regard to exteriors and interiors of houses
in his book The Enjoyment of Architecture. He says, "All good
architecture should have this gift of expressiveness. Every build-
ing, every well-designed room, should carry in itself at least one
message of cheer or rest or power. ... In the buildings which
seem alive with some message the architect has succeeded- they
are true works of art."

The following are some of the ideas that are expressed in homes
consciously or unconsciously: repose, animation, naturalness so-
phistication, intimacy, formality, warmth, coolness, delicacy
strength, freshness, antiquity. Honesty and sincerity are expressed
in the avoidance of dishonest things like imitation fireplaces false
flues, imitation coal or logs, imitation wood, stone, or plaster and
imitation flame on imitation candles.

Unfortunately one often sees an effect that is the result of ex-
pressing an unworthy idea in home decoration and furnishing.
Some owners seek to impress others with their wealth or impor-
tance, and so select highly ornamented palatial furniture, not real-
izing that this is mere ostentation. Very often families of small
means make the mistake of trying to imitate the furnishings of
people of wealth and succeed only in being pretentious.

Since it is not "possible to consider in detail all the themes that
may be expressed in homes, four of the typical ones, -formality
informality, naturalness, and Modernism, are presented here as
examples*   They are illustrated on pages 9 and 10.